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WILLIAMSBURG – Failing to meet all
Annual Measurable Objectives means
that 485 schools throughout Virginia
will be developing school improve-
ment plans. Two WJC schools are
among them.

J. Blaine Blayton Elementary and
Warhill High both missed meeting the
new objectives in one subgroup. So
while they are fully accredited by the
state, there are still achievement gaps
to close. The Annual Measurable Ob-
jectives replaced Adequate Yearly
Progress as the measure of federal
accountability in June when Virginia
was granted a flexibility waiver and
released from the provisions of No
Child Left Behind act.

Blayton Elementary fell short in
English for the students in a subgroup
designated “Proficiency Gap Group
1,” which includes English language
learners, students with disabilities and
economically disadvantaged students.

Betsy Overkamp-Smith, WJC di-
rector of public relations and commu-
nity engagement, said the group has a
73% pass rate, 3 percentage points shy
of the benchmark. She said the score
is up from 71% last year but acknowl-
edged there is still work to be done.

Warhill High didn’t meet the 85-
point benchmark for graduation
among black students, falling 17
points short. Students with diabilities
and economically disadvantaged sub-
groups didn’t measure up to the 85-
point bar either, but the first group
was too small to evaluate and the sec-
ond reduced its failure rate by 10%
and received safe harbor.

Overkamp-Smith said for Warhill,
division staff will focus on two main
factors that could help improve the
school’s graduation rate. “What will
be looked at primarily is credit recov-
ery options for students and providing

more of those opportunities as well as
early intervention,” she said.

The upshot of trading AYP for
AMOs is that D.J. Montague Elemen-
tary is no longer on an improvement
plan. The school had been on a roller-
coaster with the previous federal
measure, keeping it in a kind of im-
provement plan limbo. This year Mon-
tague met all AMOs.

Julie Grimes, spokesman for the
Virginia Department of Education,
said new federal accountibility system
was designed to place focus on clos-
ing the achievement gap, not hitting
100% proficiency by a specific date
like its predacessor. One of the biggest
difference is the way schools in need
of improvement are identified and
sanctioned.

Under AYP, missing a single sub-
ject category in a single subgroup sent
a school into school improvement, but
it landed on the same sanction tier as
schools that failed to meet bench-
marks in multiple categories and sub-
groups. Instead, schools are put on
three tiers.

“Priority” schools are the bottom
5% of all schools in the state. “Focus”
schools are the next lowest 10%.
Those that miss in one or more cate-
gories or subgroups but aren’t in the
bottom 15% are required to implement
an improvement plan.

Blayton and Warhill fall into the
last group, but there is a slight differ-
ence in their sanctions. Because Blay-
ton is a Title I school receiving federal
funding, it must use Indistar, DOEd’s
“web-based tool for assessing, plan-
ning, implementing and monitoring
progress” toward school improvement,
to develop its improvement plan.

Grimes said the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education is late releasing the
list of schools in need of improvement
plans because the U.S. Department of
Education directed the state to revisit
the AMOs in August. Reading scores

from 2010-2011 and
math scores from 2011-
2012 were used as start-
ing points and scores in
some categories were
considered to low for
significant progress to
be achieved over the
next six years, so prog-
ress intervals were re-
vamped.

Math AMOs are al-
ready under consider-
ation by the Virginia
Board of Education,
which will vote on the
benchmarks Oct. 25.
Reading AMOs for the
next five years will be
based on subgroup pass
rates for the 2012-13
testing year.

2 school scores
need to improve
By Susan Robertson
srobertson@vagazette.com

“Excellent: Difficult material presented
in easily understood manner”

— PG, Williamsburg

“Very informative and well done”
— BB, Virginia Beach

“Excellent Presentation”
— JJH, Yorktown

We invite you to attend our
FREE Estate Planning Seminar

This event is tailored for people who are serious
about protecting their family from unnecessary
expense and red tape after their death or
disability.

Come and learn how to
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, your

home and your estate.
We’ll discuss:

• Using a Living Trust to avoid PROBATE
and pass assets to your loved ones!

• The importance of keeping the GOVERNMENT
out of your estate — and how to do it!

• Protecting your beneficiaries’ inheritance from
DIVORCE or LAWSUITS.

• Making sure your old estate plan is up to date
with changes in your family and the law.

• Avoiding unnecessary Guardianship proceedings
upon your INCAPACITY.

FREE SEMINAR
PROTECTING YOUR ESTATE

FROM TAXMAGGON
and the Government, and Probate

JOIN US FOR A FREE
SEMINAR & REFRESHMENTS

Tuesday, October 16
2:00 - 4:00 PM

&
Thursday, October 18

7:00 - 9:00 PM
Holiday Inn

515 Bypass Road
Williamsburg 23185

To reserve your seats for this
FREE SEMINAR

Call (757) 220-9800

1138 Professional Drive, Williamsburg

It’s not just a rental...
it’s a

6390 Richmond Road
½ mile E of the Pottery on the corner of Rt 60 & Lightfoot Rd.

259-1000
www.caseytoyota.com

*BASED ON AVAILABILITY. PLUS 10% VA SALES TAX. MUST
HAVE VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE. PROOF OF FULL COVERAGE
INSURANCE AND MAJOR CREDIT CARD (NO DEBIT CARDS).
OFFER ENDS 10/31/2012.

CLIP & SAVE

CLIP & SAVE

Toyota Prius
UNLIMITED MILEAGE

$2895
/day*

Expires:
10/31/12

Casey ToyotaWilliamsburg

Casey ToyotaWilliamsburg

Toyota Camry
UNLIMITED MILEAGE
$3995

/day*
Expires:
10/31/12

WILLIAMSBURG

CASEY TOYOTA

IS MOVING

October 1st

To a new location next to

the Great Wolf Lodge

601 E. Rochambeau Road

Willia
msburg, VA

Public Notice
Record of Decision Available

for
Site 22 Groundwater – Burn Pad
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown

The U.S. Department of the Navy (Navy) announces the availability of the
Record of Decision (ROD) for Site 22 Groundwater. This ROD documents
the selected cleanup alternative for groundwater, which is issued jointly by
the Navy and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 3 with con-
currence by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality. Site 22 is the
former location where waste explosives and spent solvents were burned. As
a result of these activities, the groundwater has been polluted with explosives
and volatile organic compounds. The selected cleanup alternative for Site 22
groundwater consists of treatment through injections of emulsified vegetable
oil, groundwater monitoring, and land use controls.

A public comment period on the proposed cleanup plan for Site 22 ground-
water was held between May 14 and June, 28, 2012, which included a public
meeting on May 24, 2012 to discuss the plan. No negative comments were
received during the public comment period.

The Site 22 Groundwater ROD will be available for public viewing for 30 days
(October 15 - November 14, 2012) in the York County Public Library at 8500
George Washington Memorial Highway, Yorktown, VA.

All documents that form the basis for selection of the cleanup action are avail-
able in the Administrative Record file, which can be accessed on line at http://
go.usa.gov/yFb.

For more information, contact:

Naval Weapons Station Yorktown
Attn: Public Affairs Officer

160 Main Road
Yorktown, Virginia 23691-0160

Phone: (757) 887-4939
E-mail: mark.piggott@navy.mil

OPEN HOUSES

Bill Pritchard
757-220-9500
757-570-3606

OPENHOUSE SATURDAY 1-4PM Williamsburg $259,000
230 Neck-O-Land Road,
Williamsburg. Updated, 4
bedroom ranch on a private
acre lot. Large family room
opens to kitchen.

OPENHOUSE SUNDAY 1-4PM Williamsburg $255,000
145 Waters Edge Drive, Wa-
terford. Beautiful home with
very large rooms and great
flow. Beautiful private yard
and patio.
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